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MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF CLIMATE CHANGE

PETER HARPER

MATTERS ARISING

• An important distinction between ‘linear’
and ‘threshold’ views
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MATTERS ARISING

• The need for Net-Negative Processes

– Sooner?

– Later?

• Emergency Plan B?
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MATTERS ARISING

• Worst-case scenarios

– Long-term

– Collapse

• Need for an international agreement 

• The metrics and targets

– Concentrations (350ppm, 450, 550)

– Temperature (2°C)

– Emissions

• Target level (60%, 80%, Zero)

• Integral/’budget’ (1000Gt)
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MATTERS ARISING

• Carbon pricing: upstream or downstream?

• Distinction of territorial and consumption 
emissions

– The 100% rule

• The ‘People Question’

• The ‘Growth Question’

MATTERS ARISING

• There are still many sceptics

• Simple regulation is on the agenda

• The importance of electricity grids

– And decarbonisation of the electricity supply

• The lack of coordinated R&D
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R&D Energy Trends
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WHOSE CARBON, WHERE?
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APPARENT NON-NEGOTIABLES FOR THE 

GENERAL POPULATION

• Automatically warm house, around 20°C

• Private family vehicle

• Meat and dairy products at most meals

• Annual holiday abroad

• Regular supply of new consumer goods

THE SECRET NON-NEGOTIABLES OF 

MIDDLE-CLASS GREENIES?

• Generously-sized house 

– with character 

– with garden 

– In a pleasant location 

– In a suitable neighbourhood

• Having a rewarding job

• Work doesn’t count for carbon emissions

• Maintaining a civilised discourse

– No unseemly or illiberal proposals
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THE SECRET NON-NEGOTIABLES OF 

MIDDLE-CLASS GREENIES?

• Compliance with family obligations

– Including visits to relatives, 

• “Love miles” include friends and paramours

– And advantageous choices for children

• Having children is OK, many as you like
– Pets are OK too

• The right to split up and start a further 

household

• Quasi-recreational travelling 
– to South America, or maybe far east….ecotourism!

ENERGY AND CARBON STRATEGIES
PLUS SUGGESTED PARTITION OF SERVICE QUALITY

B
GEDC

ZCB 

VARIANT

A
F ZCB1

ENERGY SERVICES

PRIMARY HIGH-CARBON ENERGY

PRIMARY LOW-CARBONENERGY

SEQUESTRATION

‘LUXURY’ SERVICES

QUALITY OF LIFE SERVICES

ESSENTIAL BASIC SERVICES
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MATTERS ARISING

• A big gap between physical and political 
realities?

THE YAWNING CHASM

POLITICAL REALISM PHYSICAL REALISM

FURIOUS ACTIVITY


